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throughout Egypt and Syria. There was no subsequent expansion because Saladin's Empire was broken up, mainly by struggles for supremacy among his sons. And though the "Ayubite" family, as it was called, preserved some sort of ascendency for fifty years,'the dominion was never really consolidated.
In Europe Barbarossa's son, Henry VI., was determined to establish his claims in Sicily, and to renovate his power in North Italy. He dreamed, too, not only of making the Empire definitely hereditary in his house, but of establishing his supremacy at Constantinople also, and obliterating the division between the Churches of Eastern and Western Christendom: an ideal which had been dear to every Pope. The reappearance of Henry the Lion in Saxony necessitated, first, a composition with that turbulent prince. The king made no attack upon the Lombard leagues, since it was his object to concentrate upon the overthrow of Tancred: he sought instead the friendship of both leagues, and procured the active support of that which was headed by Pisa. He practically compelled the reluctant Pope Celestine to crown him Emperor at Rome. Then he marched on the south, but his first successes were checked by the stubborn resistance of Naples and the fierce antagonism of Southern Italy to German rule. He was obliged to retire, fresh disturbances having been set on foot by Henry the Lion. The capture of Richard of England enabled him to compel that monarch to use his good offices in pacifying the great Welf, who was his brother-in-law; but the practical result was to establish the Welf family in a still very powerful position.
Henry was now in a position to renew his attack upon Tancred. Then the death of the King of Sicily insured the victory to Henry. The most determined leaders of the anti-Germans were flung into prison, the family of Tancred withdrew their claims, and Henry was able to establish his wife Constance as regent of Sicily. Almost immediately afterwards she bore him the son who was to become famous as Frederick II., the "wonder of the world."
Henry's position was now extremely strong. If the Welfs were powerful, the Lion himself was dead, and his sons seemed likely to be loyal. An attempt of the Sicilians to revolt against their German . rulers was crushed with ruthless cruelty. A very large number among the German nobility had declared in favor of making the Empire hereditary, though as yet the Emperor did not consider it safe to go beyond procuring the election of the infant Frederick as German king. His next step was to set on foot a tremendous crusade; but even while he was organizing it, a sudden illness wrecked his plans, and he died in his thirty-third.year in 1197.
Wltnin a few months of his death, the death of Celestine III taisedto the chair of St. Peter the mightiest of all the Popes, Inno-